




Thomas the Rhymer Elspeth Smellie, Walter Elliot, Billy Kay, Scocha



Rhymer’s Tower, Earlston. 16th century border peel



Soutra Aisle, near Lauder, Scottish Borders. Photo PH





Duncan Williamson Fifesing 2007 photo P Holden



Searching for Lambs Cecil Sharp, 100 English Folk Songs (Dover) #48



This is the truth sent 
from above

Trad English, used by RVW in Fantasia on Christmas Carols



	

Thomas the Rhymer “The Ancient Tune” 

transcribed by Poppy Holden



Sophia Scott’s MS, Abbotsford c.1805. “The Ancient Tune” at the bottom of the page. 


Photo P Holden



Lucken Hares (locked together by their ears): 

Long Melford stained glass; South Tawton, Devon, roof boss; 1300 Chester tile. 













Cantigas de Santa Maria, 13th c 


Harpe and fethill bothe þay fande, 

Getterne, and als so þe sawtrye; 


Lutte and rybybe bothe gangande, 

And all manere of mynstralsye.  

Manesse Codex  c.1300 




Lincoln Add MS 31042 ff 50r-66 

Thomas of Erceldoune. Ff.149v-153v.



Allonne in longynge thus als I laye, 

Vndyre-nethe a semely tre, 

Saw I whare a lady gaye 

Came ridand ouer a longe lee. 

True Thomas by Katherine Cameron, 1908 



My lorde es serued at ylk a mese  
With thritty knyghttis faire and 
free:  
I sall saye, syttande at the desse,  
I tuke this speche by-3onde the 
see. 

Queen Mary Psalter, 1310



Scho blewe hir horne with mayne 
and mode,   

Vn-to þe castelle scho tuke þe waye 
c 1340 BL Yates Thompson



Cantigas de Santa Maria, 13th c 


Harpe and fethill bothe þay fande, 

Getterne, and als so þe sawtrye; 


Lutte and rybybe bothe gangande, 

And all manere of mynstralsye.  

Manesse Codex  c.1300 




Tacuinum Sanitatis 
13th century

Raches laye lapande in þe blode, 

Cokes come with dryssynge knyfe; 

Thay brittened þame als þay were wode; 

Reuelle amanges þame was full ryfe. 



Knyghtis dawnesede by 
three and three Manesse Codex c. 1300



There was revelle, gamene and playe; 

Lufly ladyes, faire and free Manesse Codex c. 1300



Further reading: 

• Sir Walter Scott, Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border, 1802 

• Sir James Murray, The romance and prophecies of Thomas of 
Erceldoune, 1875 

• Sir Walter Scott, Letters on Demonology and Witchcraft, 1830 

• Brian Moffat, SHARP Practice: Report on Researches into the 
Mediaeval Hospital at Soutra, Lothian/Borders Region, Scotland, 
1989

• Bertrand Harris Bronson, Traditional Tunes of the Child Ballads, 
1959

• Emily Lyle, Fairies and Folk: Approaches to the Scottish Ballad 
Tradition, 2007

• Greeves, Chapman and Andrew, The Three Hares, 2016






